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SOIL TESTING
for
SOUTH DAKOTA
SOIL TESTS CAN ONLY BE AS ACCURATE AS THE SAMPLES ON WHICH THEY ARE MADE.
PROPER COLLECTION OF SAMPLES IS EXTREMELY IMPORTANT.
STEP 1 Take samples according to directions below.
STEP 2 Draw amap of farm in space provided on page 3.
STEP 3 Fill out as completely as possible the information sheet on page 4. Enclose with remittance in a
stamped envelope which will be sent separately or attached to the outside of the mailing carton.
Mail to the State SoU Testing Laboratory, South Dakota State College, College Station, South
Dakota. Present testing fee is $1.50 per sample. Send cash, money order or check payable to the
Soil Testing Laboratory, South Dakota State College.
Directions for taking soil sample:
The importance of properly taking soil samples cann( tbe over stressed. The chemical analysis of the soil sample
reflects the fertility of the area. Chemical tests of poorly taken samples may be misleading and result in unsatisfac
tory fertilizer recommendations.
To take good representative samples, do this:
1. Use any of the tools shown below to take the samples. Sample to the plow depth, except when sampling
alkali areas or areas being investigated for irrigation purposes.
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4. Take 15 to 20 samples from a uniform area. Mix thoroughly and take about a pint of this mixture for test
ing.This makes a composite sample. Label each container with your nameand address and the number of the
sample corresponding to the number on the information sheet.
5.Repeat the sampling procedure outlined on each uniform area you want tested.
6.Air dry the sample before mailing. Do not use heat for drying.
7.Be sure tokeep a record foryourself of thearea from which each sample was taken.
MAP OF YOUR FARM
Draw a map of farm marking the areas sampled. Show the location of buildings, streams, fields, boundaries, etc. Use the follow
ing symbols:
"W"—Wet or low spot
"A"—Alkali areas
"E"—Eroded areas
< < Drainage wayor stream.
SAMPLING ALKALI AREAS: These areas should be sampled in one foot layers down to a depth of three
feet or until the water table is encountered. Apost hole auger has proved quite satisfactory for this type of sam
pling. Samples should be taken from at least 3to 5areas within the alkali area. The charges for testing these
areas will be based on the surface sample only. The same procedure should be followed when sampling soils
which are being investigated for irrigation purpose.
2. Size up the area and observe these variations
Each sample should represent a uniform area. The diagram below
shows some of the differences that should be considered and separ
ated out into uniform areas before starting to take the soil sample.
DIFFERENCES IN
Texture (sand, silt, cloy)
Color
Slope
Degree of erosion
Drainage
Past management
(Mowing, fertilizing or cropping)
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Dead or back furrows
Old straw piles
Water ways
Terraces
Fence rows
Fertilized lands
Unusual spots
